Defining neurosurgical and neurological nursing practice: establishing our clinical parameters, part I.
We have examined the education and practice roles of various professional and allied health personnel necessary for providing optimal care to a specialized group of patients, in this case, the neurosurgical/neurological patient group. One needs to investigate these factors in order to plan for effective economic utilization of such personnel in the health care system. The primary goal of all health care providers is quality patient care services, yet secondary concerns cannot be overlooked if we are to accomplish this ultimate goal. Prohibitive health care costs for those we serve and escalating educational costs to become competent to render such services mandate that we choose the most advantageous use of available resource personnel. Placing professionals in appropriate positions which allow them to apply their education and clinical strengths in the care of patients will not only promote excellence in patient care but also excellence in each professional practice role.